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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
CALIFORNIA WESTERN SCHOOL OF LAW, SAN DIEGO, CA  
Associate Dean for Teaching and Assessment, August 2024 – present  
Legal Writing Professor, July 2018 – present  
 
Courses: Legal Skills I, Legal Skills II, Externship Seminar, International Children’s Rights 
(study abroad program, Irish Centre for Human Rights at the University of Galway)  
 
THOMAS JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF LAW, SAN DIEGO, CA  
Legal Writing Professor, August 2012 – June 2018  
Adjunct Professor, January 2010 – August 2012  
 
Courses: Legal Writing I, Legal Writing II, Evidence, Family Law  
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY LAW CENTER, Washington, DC  
J.D., May 2006 
Dean’s List  
Student Attorney, Georgetown Domestic Violence Clinic  
 
Boston University, Boston, MA  
B.S., Journalism, College of Communication, May 2003 (cum laude)  
B.A., Political Science, College of Arts and Sciences, May 2003 (cum laude and with distinction)  
College of Communication Blue Chip Award for Academic and Extracurricular Achievement  
 
 
PUBLICATION  
 
David Austin, Allison D. Cato, Amy E. Day & Liam Vavasour, The Unified Legal Skills 
Program: How One Law School Adapted to Meet the Needs of Students Online, and How Those 
Adaptations May Inform Post-Pandemic Teaching, 45 Nova L. Rev. 419 (2021). 
 
SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP  
  
Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee (2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24, 2024-25)  
 
Faculty Appointments Committee (2019-2020, 2025-26)  
 



Faculty Representative to Dean Search Committee (2024-25)  
 
Chair of Curriculum Committee (2020-21, 2024-25 (co-chair), 2025-26 (chair))  
 
Academic Affairs Committee (2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24, 2024-25, 2025-26)  
 
Chair of Ad Hoc Evening Program Committee (2025-26)  
 
Co-Chair of Admissions Committee (2018-19, 2019-2020 (co-chair))  
 
Ad Hoc Grading and Curve Committee (2021-22)  
 
Ad Hoc Bar Oversight Committee (2020-21)  
 
 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 
FRIED, FRANK, HARRIS, SHRIVER AND JACOBSON, LLP, WASHINGTON, DC  
Summer Associate, May to August 2005 
Associate, September 2006 – January 2009  
 Litigated numerous False Claims Act cases with an emphasis on the defense of suits 
brought by qui tam relators. Pro bono work focused on domestic relations matters, including 
divorce representation, child custody, and child sexual abuse matters, and issues related to 
interstate enforcement of child support orders, civil protection orders, and military family law. 
Helped establish a Women’s Forum to promote female attorney retention.  
 
 
OTHER EXPERIENCE  
 
DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY, STEVE GROSSMAN CAMPAIGN FOR MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR 
(2001-2002)  
 


