March 26, 2025

As deans of law schools, we have a special responsibility for the legal

profession. Recently, the federal government has imposed significant sanctions on
the law firms of Perkins Coie, Covington & Burling, Paul Weiss, and Jenner &
Block seemingly because of the clients they and their lawyers represented and
litigation in which their lawyers participated.

We write to reaffirm basic principles: The government should not punish lawyers
and law firms for the clients they represent, absent specific findings that such
representation was illegal or unethical. Punishing lawyers for their representation
and advocacy violates the First Amendment and undermines the Sixth Amendment.

We thus speak as legal educators, responsible for training the next generation of
lawyers, in condemning any government efforts to punish lawyers or their firms
based on the identity of their clients or for their zealous lawful and ethical
advocacy.

[Those signing are expressing their personal views and are not speaking for their
institutions]



Nicholas W. Allard
Randall C.Berg Jr. Founding Dean
Jacksonville University College of Law

Johanna Bond
Dean and Professor of Law
Rutgers Law School

Lolita Buckner Inniss
Dean
University of Colorado Law School

Marisa Cianciarulo
Dean and Professor of Law
Western State College of Law

Anthony W. Crowell
Dean and President
New York Law School

Jerry Dickinson
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Pittsburgh School of Law

David L. Faigman

Chancellor & Dean and John F. Digardi
Distinguished Prof. of Law

University of California College of the
Law, San Francisco

Neil Fulton

Dean

University of South Dakota Knudson
School of Law

James Hackney
Dean and Professor of Law
Northeastern University School of Law

Blake Hudson

Dean & Ethel P. Malugen Chair of Law
Cumberland School of Law at Samford
University

Alena M. Allen
Dean
LSU

Martin H. Brinkley

Dean and William Rand Kenan, Jr.
Distinguished Professor of Law
University of North Carolina - Chapel
Hill School of Law

Cinnamon Carlarne
Dean
Albany Law School

Brietta Clark
Dean & Professor of Law
LMU Loyola Law School

Judith Daar

Ambassador Patricia L. Herbold Dean
and Professor of Law

Northern Kentucky University Chase
College of Law

Jeffrey C. Dobbins
Interim Dean & Professor of Law
Willamette University College of Law

Roger A. Fairfax, Jr.
Dean and Professor of Law
Howard University School of Law

Jace C. Gatewood
Dean and CEO
Atlanta's John Marshall Law School

Zelda B.Harris
Dean
Western New England University

Melanie B. Jacobs

Dean & Professor of Law
University of Louisville Louis D.
Brandeis School of Law

Jessica Berg
Dean
University of California Davis

S. Todd Brown
Dean and Professor of Law
Buffalo School of Law

Erwin Chemerinsky

Dean and Jesse H. Choper
Distinguished Professor of Law
University of California, Berkeley
School of Law

Danielle M. Conway

Dean and Donald J. Farage Professor of
Law

Penn State Dickinson Law and School
of International Affairs

Camille M. Davidson

President and Dean, Bonner Family
Chair & Professor of Law

Mitchell Hamline School of Law

Angela Felecia Epps
Dean and Professor of Law
UNT Dallas College of Law

Joshua Paul Fershée
Dean and Professor of Law
Creighton University School of Law

Leah Chan Grinvald

Dean & Richard J. Morgan Professor of
Law

William S. Boyd School of Law at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Cassandra L. Hill

Dean and Professor of Law

Northern Illinois University College of
Law

Jelani Jefferson Exum
Dean
St. John’s University School of Law



Roscoe Jones, Jr
Dean
Drake University Law School

Jason Kreag

Interim Dean

University of Arizona James E. Rogers
College of Law

Madeleine M.Landrieu

Dean

Loyola University New Orleans
College of Law

Melanie Leslie

Dean

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law,
Yeshiva University

Beth McCormack
Dean and Professor of Law
Vermont Law & Graduate School

David D. Meyer
President & Dean
Brooklyn Law School

Lumen N. Mulligan
Dean and Professor of Law
University of Missouri-Kansas City

Angela Onwuachi-Willig

Dean and Ryan Roth Gallo Professor of
Law

Boston University School of Law

Austen Parrish

Dean and Chancellor's Professor of
Law

University of California, Irvine School
of Law

LaVonda N. Reed
Dean and Professor of Law
University of Baltimore School of Law

Johanna Kalb

Dean and Professor of Law
University of San Francisco School of
Law

Anita K. Krug
Dean and Professor
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Renee Hutchins Laurent

Dean

University of Maryland Francis King
Carey School of Law

Odette Lienau

Marianne D. Short, Esq., Dean and
Professor of Law

Boston College Law School

William McGeveran

Dean & William S. Pattee Professor of
Law

University of Minnesota Law School

Richard Moberly

Richard C. & Catherine S. Schmoker
Professor of Law and Dean

University of Nebraska College of Law

Eboni S. Nelson

Dean and Professor of Law
University of Connecticut School of
Law

Antony Page

Dean & FIU Foundation Professor of
Law

Florida International University
College of Law

Wendy C. Perdue
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Richmond School of Law

Amelia Smith Rinehart

William J. Maier, Jr. Dean and
Professor of Law

West Virginia University College of
Law

Michael J. Kaufman
Dean and Professor of Law
Santa Clara University School of Law

Joseph Landau
Dean and Paul Fuller Professor of Law
Fordham Law School

Stacy L. Leeds

Willard H. Pedrick Dean and Regents
Professor of Law

Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law,
Arizona State University

Stephen W. Mazza
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Kansas School of Law

James McGrath
President and Dean
Cooley Law School

Fernando Moreno Orama

Dean

Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto
Rico Law School

Jens David Ohlin

Allan R. Tessler Dean and Professor of
Law

Cornell Law School

Brian Pappas
Dean & Professor of Law
University of North Dakota

Andrew Perlman
Dean & Professor of Law
Suffolk University Law School

Jenny Roberts

Dean and Professor of Law
Maurice A. Deane School of Law at
Hofstra University



Jacob H. Rooksby

Smithmoore P. Myers Dean &
Professor of Law

Gonzaga University School of Law

Michael Sant'Ambrogio

Dean and Red Cedar Distinguished
Professor

Michigan State University

Michael Hunter Schwartz

Dean and Professor of Law
University of the Pacific, McGeorge
School of Law

Jamelle C. Sharpe

Dean, Professor & Guy Raymond Jones
Faculty Scholar

University of Illinois College of Law

Franita Tolson

Dean and Carl Mason Franklin Chair in
Law

USC Gould School of Law

Michael Waterstone
Dean and Professor of Law
UCLA School of Law

Melanie D. Wilson

Dean and Roy L. Steinheimer, Jr.,
Professor of Law

Washington and Lee University School
of Law

Paul Rose

Dean

Case Western Reserve University
School of Law

Robert A. Schapiro

Dean and C. Hugh Friedman Professor
of Law

University of San Diego School of Law

Sean M. Scott
President and Dean
California Western School of Law

Henry C. Strickland
Dean and Professor of Law, Retired
Samford University

William Michael Treanor
Dean
Georgetown University Law Center

Ronald Weich
Dean and Professor of Law
Seton Hall Law School

Charles H. Rose 111

Dean and Professor of Law

Ohio Northern University Pettit College
of Law

Nicholas J. Schroeck

Dean and Professor of Law

University of Detroit Mercy School of
Law

Sudha Setty

Dean and Professor of Law

City University of New York School of
Law

Patricia Timmons-Goodson

Dean

North Carolina Central University
School of Law

Anthony Eudelio Varona
Dean and Professor
Seattle University School of Law

David J. Western
President & Dean
Appalachian School of Law
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